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had not yet attained to its political or maritime importance. Its
streets, like the streets of Grand Cairo or of Alexandria, were
lined witJb. oriental shops. Picturesque and curiously dressed
groups of natives, from different parts of India, might be seen
walking or crowding its thoroughfares. Turks and Arabians,
Armenians and Parsees, the newly tained and half-disciplined
native soldiers, groups of British soldiers off duty, oriental wo-
men shrouded in a mass of drapery or conveyed in covered car-
riages, the oriental costume of the armed Mahratta Chiefs and
their followers, lent an interest to the general appearance of the
town of Surat* At present, the commerce of Surat is confined
to the export of cotton and of grain. European capitalists and
merchants prefer the greater advantages of Bombay as a trad-
ing port.

The Civil Collectorate is not so large as those of some of the
neighbouring stations. The large and picturesque burial-ground
attached to the Old Church of the station, lined with
funereal trees, and full of monumental tablets, or old and worn,
or ruinous tomb sfcones, indicated the last resting places of
successive generations of the servants sent out by the East
India Company to administer its affairs in the provinces ad-
joining the Tapteaf

In the year 1612, the English obtained a royal edict from
Jehangir to establish a factory there. Forty-five-years later, so
greatly had the town increased in importance, that the East
India Company ordered that the administration of all its pos-
sessions should then be placed under the direct control of the
President and Council of Surat. The decree of the Emperor
Jehangir offering protection to the factories, was received in
1613 ; and from that year must date the first permanent con-
nexion of the British with India and the east.

The feeling of jealousy engendered by a concession of this
nature on the part the Mogul Emperor, was not allowed to
remain long dormant Open hostilities were soon commenced.
A Portuguese fleet burnt the town of Broach, Another, com-
manded by the Portuguese Viceroy in person, anchored off

*Forbes's Oriental Memoirs, L, 151.

f A curious illustration of the rapid growth of an Indian town might
be found in the rise of Surat In 1530, when the Portuguese had first
captured the town, ifcs population was estimated at 10,000 only. In 1838,
that population had increased to 133,544,